Suspect cognitive symptoms in a 9-year-old child: malingering by proxy?
Even though the veracity of children's claim of psychiatric symptoms has received increased attention in recent years, identification of noncredible neuropsychological symptoms in children has been virtually overlooked in clinical practice and research. A case is presented of a 9-year-old child involved in litigation regarding a head injury sustained when he was struck by a car. Neuropsychological evaluation revealed evidence of feigned cognitive symptoms; the child displayed noncredible performance on several specialized tests designed to discreetly assess effort and an atypical pattern of responses on standard cognitive measures, as well as discrepancies between neuropsychological scores and tests administered in school and the rehab setting. Results demonstrate that children as young as 9 years of age are capable of feigning cognitive impairment, which highlights the need for routine evaluation of effort, irrespective of the age of the patient.